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Good morning.  It’s good to be gathered together again.  Wasn’t hearing from our Mexico Work & Witness team exciting last Sunday?  It’s such a privilege to be yoked with this team in life and ministry.  

In our last study, we saw that Jesus had completed His Galilean ministry … He wouldn’t go back North to Galilee until after His resurrection … and so now He and His disciples had made the 80-mile journey South towards Jerusalem.  But when they got North of Jerusalem, they headed East across the Jordan River to an area called Perea, and this is where they ran into the Pharisees they got tangled up with two weeks ago.

This morning we’ll look into MARK 10:13-27, a passage that’s easily divided into two parts.  In vv. 13-16 Jesus gives us a glimpse into His heart for children.  And in vv. 17-27 we’re privy to a conversation between Jesus and a man who’s often referred to as “The Rich Young Ruler”, and we receive some instruction from Jesus about money and how WE CAN EITHER HAVE A HOLD OF IT, OR IT CAN HAVE A HOLD OF US.

MARK 10:13-14 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

13 And they were bringing children to Him so that He might touch them; but the disciples rebuked them.
14 But when Jesus saw this, He was indignant and said to them, “Permit the children to come to Me; do not hinder them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.
  
Here’s what pastor and Bible scholar William Lane writes in his commentary on The Gospel of Mark in the New International Commentary series about how children were generally viewed in 1st-Century Judean/Hellenistic culture …

[Jesus attitude toward children] “can only be properly appreciated within the context of the calloused attitudes toward children that prevailed in this time period.  A papyrus dated Alexandria, June 17, 1 B.C., contains a letter of instruction from a husband to his expectant wife:  ‘If it is a male child, let it live; if it is a female, cast it out.’”

It was no doubt the children’s parents who were bringing them to Jesus … and the Greek word Mark uses for bringing in v. 13 is prosphero, and is a commonly used word when talking or writing about bringing sacrifices to God – and so Mark’s use of this word suggests that these parents were bringing their children to Jesus to turn them over more intentionally to God.  Are you doing this with your kids?  But when the disciples rebuke the parents for bringing their children to Jesus, Jesus gets indignant and makes it clear that He didn’t want ANYTHING or ANYONE getting in the way of children coming to Him or having access to Him.
Gang, it’s important for us to see here that children loved to come to Jesus … and that Jesus clearly loved and accepted them – because children don’t naturally love and accept MEAN PEOPLE – and neither are they naturally drawn to SOUR, JUDGMENTAL PEOPLE.

What a sacred privilege it is for parents, grandparents, teachers, and children’s ministry leaders in a church to make sure that we’re always keeping the way open for the children under our care to have the opportunity for full access to Jesus Christ.  Because when faith in Jesus Christ is planted, tended, and nurtured in the hearts of children from the time they’re young, the chances are strong that they’ll keep hold of that faith while moving into adolescence, journeying into their teen years, transitioning into young adulthood, and then adulthood.

Listen to how 19th Century British pastor, teacher, and author Charles Spurgeon wrote about this reality in his 1897 book entitled A Book For Parents And Teachers On The Christian Training Of Children.  He starts off with a very interesting question.
 
“Will you be very angry if I say that a child is more worth saving than an adult?  It is infinite mercy on God’s part to save those who are seventy; for what good can they now do with the [burnt] end of their lives?  When we get to be fifty or sixty, we are almost worn out, and if we have spent our early days with the devil, what remains for God?

But these dear boys and girls - there is something to be made out of them.  If now they yield themselves to Christ they may have long, happy, and holy days before them in which they may serve God with all their hearts.  Who knows what glory God may have of them?  Whole nations may call them blessed and be enlightened by them.”
 
MARK 10:15-16 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

15 “Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it at all.”
16 And He took them in His arms and began blessing them, laying His hands on them.

The Greek verb for began blessing them here in v. 16, is eulogeo (the root word we get the English word eulogy from) and it means to praise or celebrate with praises, to invoke blessings, to consecrate with solemn prayers.  In other words, we’d be wrong to picture Jesus here offering a quiet, whispered blessing.  No way.  The blessing Jesus offers over these children is fervent and energized, involving praise and expectancy.

Some churches and denominations practice infant baptism.  I don’t want to be argumentative, but there are no examples of this ever happening in God’s Word.  But what we DO SEE is parents bringing their children to Jesus to have Him bless them.  And that’s why here at 2nd Street we DEDICATE OUR CHILDREN TO THE LORD … and we ask our parents to take vows before God that they will raise their children in Christ.  In fact, we’re going to have a time of dedication for our children in the Fall, so be watching for this in future Sunday bulletins.

But here’s the deal gang, Christianity isn’t a club with a sign on the door that says, ADULTS ONLY.  In fact, Jesus tells us here that children should be our greatest teachers – because they teach us by example how we’re to approach the Kingdom of God.  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON for us here …

FAITH LESSON 

Because children love to come to Jesus Christ, you and I must never block the way - or fail to provide access to Him.  
 
Children can receive the blessing of Jesus Christ without trying to make themselves worthy, or pretending they don’t need it.  And you and I as adults need to receive God’s blessings in the same way.  As adults, we need to look to children for an example of how to enter into the Kingdom of God with CHILDLIKE FAITH, but not with a CHILDISH FAITH.  In his book Essential Truths Of The Christian Faith theologian, pastor, teacher, and author, R.C. Sproul writes …

“… The New Testament describes a certain childlike faith as a virtue.  But there is a tremendous difference between childlike faith and childish faith.”

One of the differences between a CHILDLIKE FAITH and a CHILDISH FAITH is when we learn to come to God with a faith that trusts God just like a little child trusts a parent – the kind of faith where we leave all the problems up to our dad and mom.

Another primary indicator that we’re settling for a CHILDISH FAITH, instead of a CHILDLIKE FAITH is when we have a resistance to reading and studying God’s Word – because a CHILDISH FAITH will always hesitant to learn the deeper truths of what it means to become more like Jesus Christ.  And just like a child who refuses to learn from their parents – likewise, the spiritual children of God who refuse to learn from Him, will not live lives given over to Him and will more than likely end up defiant and lazy, instead of surrendered and spiritually mature.  Our choice.  Listen to how this is talked about in HEBREWS 5:12-14 …

HEBREWS 5:12-14 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

12-14 By now you should be teachers, but you need someone to teach you again the first lessons of God’s message.  You still need the teaching that is like milk.  You are not ready for solid food.  Anyone who lives on milk is still a baby and knows nothing about right teaching.  But solid food is for those who are grown up.  They are mature enough to know the difference between good and evil. 

If you’re a parent, or if you’ve ever spent, oh, like more than one minute around children, then you know they’re not always HUMBLE and INNOCENT.  

ILLUSTRATION … When I was five my youngest brother Brad was born, and so to give my mom and dad a break, my older brother Keith, and my next younger brother Scott, and me were shipped off to my dad’s parent’s house for a week.  Yeah, fun at grandma and grandpa’s house!  It seemed like a good idea.

One morning I woke up early and went out into the hallway and unable to find anything else to play with, I started boinging back and forth the little spring-loaded door stopper outside my grandpa and grandma’s bedroom.  It didn’t take long before my grandpa said, “Hey, whichever one of you is doing that, knock it off.”

To which I replied, “You can’t tell me what to do, you’re not my dad.”  Well, I hadn’t got my whole sentence out when I heard my grandpa Charlie’s feet hit the floor and I then found out who my dad had learned about rules and correction from.

Children are teachable.  They can change.  Yes, some have stronger wills than others.  But the streams of children’s thoughts and actions can be channeled and directed by loving parents.  I learned a lesson that day at my grandpa’s house.  I learned that grandpa was in charge, not me.  And that’s a lesson that’s served me well for the past nearly 48 years.

Jesus isn’t deifying children here … He’s just telling us that when it comes to faith, children will most often receive it without thinking they need to earn it, and that you and I need to be like them.  So the life-state of a little child Jesus is calling us to as His followers is to always keep ourselves in this sacred, CHILDLIKE place where all we can do is receive, and where we don’t refuse God’s gifts or turn away from God’s calling on our lives out of self-sufficient pride.

I’d like to pray a prayer of blessing over all the kids 18 and under in our service right now … so if that describes you, would you please stand up and come up here if you’d like …

PRAYER … God, I pray a prayer of exuberant blessing onto these children and students, and onto the other little ones who are here with us, but in the nursery right now.

May they sense Your staying close to them, and may they respond by staying close to You.

May they sense Your love for them, and may their love for You grow … and may their willingness to live lives surrendered to You grow.

May they be used by You to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ in the world – to their friends, to their classmates, and to other people in their families.  Surprise them with opportunities to speak up for You.
God, may Your joy be their strength as they travel through life toward adolescence, and then forward into adulthood.

God, we thank You for these children and for these students.  We know their parents are the greatest spiritual influencers they’ll have in their lives up until the time they become adults.

Give their parents the grace, the patience, and the strength they need to be consistent examples to them of Your love for them, of Your plans for them, and of Your desire to be in relationship with them.

Oh God, may these children and these students learn spiritual truths from their parents, and may these parents learn spiritual truths from their children.

We offer these blessings and bring these requests before You oh God.  Receive them, even as You receive us, just as we are.  In Your name we pray.  Amen.

And now a man comes up to Jesus with some sincere questions about what he has to do to be in an eternal relationship with God.  And he starts off by INTENTIONALLY but MISTAKENLY calling Jesus a name that no one would ever call their Rabbi because the implication it makes that the Rabbi was sinless.  And to understand Jesus’ response, we have to picture the mouths of all twelve disciples and Jesus dropping open and hitting the ground when Jesus is called “Good Teacher” … because while we toss the word good around often, in Jesus’ day, only God was called good.

MARK 10:17-18 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

17 As He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him and knelt before Him, and asked Him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”
18 And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good?  No one is good except God alone.
 
This is the only time in the Bible where a person comes up to Jesus and kneels down before Him and leaves worse off than when he came.  MATTHEW 19:20 tells us this man was young.  LUKE 18:18 tells us he was a ruler.  And MARK 10:22 tells us he was rich.  Thus, the title he’s so often been given, as being the Rich Young Ruler.  But he comes running to Jesus, and then bows down before Him because he’s keenly aware that there’s something wrong in his life.

[bookmark: _GoBack]He’s everything his society, and our society says is valuable and desirable … he’s rich, he’s young, and he’s a ruler — and if there were other Gospels we’d probably also read that he was buff and pimpleless.  But something wasn’t right.  He was empty inside, and he was searching for answers.

Yes, it was a shock to Him and to His disciples to hear Him referred to as “Good Rabbi” … but really, in the question Jesus asks back to the man, He wasn’t denying His deity, He’s inviting him to reflect on what he’s said … it’s like Jesus is asking the man, “Do you really know what you’re talking about when you call Me good?”
 
But I believe that what this man is really wanting to know in v. 17 is what shall I do to inherit eternal life? … what shall I do … what shall I do”.  Evidently someone had taught him, or he’d made assumptions that led him to believe the lie that eternal life is a matter of EARNING or DESERVING, and not the result of being in a straight-up, surrendered RELATIONSHIP with God.

How ironic, that as this young man knelt down in front of Jesus, the mere closeness of that relationship made him closer to salvation than anything he could ever do, or earn, or deserve.  But because he thought that somehow his own efforts could, in a sense, make him his own Savior, he couldn’t see, at least not yet, that Jesus Christ was willing to fill that roll in his life – and that in fact, Jesus was the only One who could fill that role, and bring him into a relationship with God where eternal life was part of the blessing he’d receive.  And I see a SECOND FAITH LESSON for us here …

FAITH LESSON 

When we don’t know who Jesus really is, we’ll remain blind to who we really are.  Knowing Jesus always comes first … and knowing, really knowing ourselves, always comes second.

To know Jesus, is to begin the adventure of inviting Him to craft His CHARACTER, His THOUGHTS, His WORDS, His ACTIONS, and His PRIORITIES INSIDE OF US – so that they can then be LIVED OUT OF US. 

MARK 10:19-20 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

19 “You know the commandments, ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’"
20 And he said to Him, “Teacher, I have kept all these things from my youth up.”

This man wasn’t only rich, young, and a ruler — but he was also religious.  Apparently his morals were beyond compare and he was a man of integrity.  And Jesus’ answer to the man’s question is to share with him the five of the Ten Commandments that have to do with how we treat other people.  And the man’s response is that he’d kept all these since he was a kid.  Was that really possible?  I’d have to say, YES and NO.  The Jews always interpreted the Ten Commandments and the Jewish Law in terms of ACTIONS, and so maybe strictly speaking in terms of ACTIONS, the man had kept these portions of the Law.  This reminds me of what the Apostle Paul said about himself in PHILIPPIANS 3:6 …



PHILIPPIANS 3:6 (COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE)

6 [The Apostle Paul writes about himself] With respect to
righteousness under the Law, I’m blameless. [emphasis added]

But Jesus brought the Ten Commandments, the Jewish Law, and the heart of God into 3-D, when He taught in MATTHEW 5-6-7 in His longest teaching in The Gospels, which is commonly called “The Sermon On The Mount” that yes, God cares about our ACTIONS, but that since all of our ACTIONS begin in our minds and in our ATTITUDES, that God first cares about us getting our ATTITUDES in line with His plans and His purposes, because He knows that when that happens our ACTIONS will naturally begin to follow.

Notice, Jesus didn’t tell this man he was wrong – or that he was lying and hadn’t kept these Commandments.  But what Jesus was about to show the man was that God cares about our ATTITUDES, our THOUGHTS, and our MOTIVATIONS that are at the root of our ACTIONS.  

Jesus was no doubt hoping the man would have said, “Jesus, I’ve tried.  I’ve really tried.  But I’ve learned that there’s no way God will accept me on my own merit.  I need to come into a real relationship with God some other way.  Can You help me?  Are You the way?”  And we see Jesus’ response to the man in vv. 21-22 …

MARK 10:21-22 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

21 Looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him and said to him, “One thing you lack:  Go and sell all you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”
22 But at these words he was saddened, and he went away grieving, for he was one who owned much property.

The Greek word rendered “grieving” here is used other places to describe the gathering of storm clouds.  What a great illustration of what was actually going on here – as this man walked out of the sunshine of Jesus Christ’s instruction, and into a storm or disobedience!  Like so many people still today, this man WAS LOOKING FOR A WAY TO COME INTO A RIGHT RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD ON HIS TERMS, AND HE WAS DISAPPOINTED.

Jesus knew that despite this man’s attempts to please God, that his life was empty.  Or as pastor-teacher, and the founder of Youth Specialties, Mike Yaconelli wrote in …

He climbed to the top of the ladder of success, only to find his ladder was leaning against the wrong building.

Gang, Jesus looks at us.  Jesus sees us.  Jesus knows us.  And when Jesus looks at us, sees us, and knows us, His response is the same today as the response He had toward this man 2,000 years ago in Perea … Jesus loves us, and He continues to invite us into deeper places of surrender and sacrifice, and ultimately, into deeper places of joy and peace.  But the ladders of our lives have to be leaning against Jesus Christ and not against the walls of our own efforts, or up against false, empty religion or tradition.

In response to this man’s questions about what he (not God) had to do to inherit eternal life, Jesus took him further down the path of his own effort … “So you want to find fulfillment and salvation by DOING certain things for God?  Okay, then here, DO it all.”  Jesus wanted the man (and us) to see the utter futility of trying to find fulfillment or salvation through DOING anything in our own strength.  But the man either wouldn’t or couldn’t see to the center of what Jesus was asking him to do and in v. 22 we read that “at these words he was saddened, and he went away grieving, for he was one who owned much property.”

In the end, wealth was this man’s God.  Jesus offered him treasure in heaven, but the man wanted treasure on earth.  He put his money before God.  And as I’ve told you before, that’s nothing short of idolatry.  Idolatry, is putting ANYTHING before God in our lives.  It can be our job.  It can be another person (a spouse, a parent, a child, a friend).  It can be a hobby.  It can be our career.  It can be money.  It can be anything.

Our sin separates us from God, and so the only way we can come back into relationship with God is to follow the instruction Jesus offered in JOHN 6:28-29 …

JOHN 6:28-29 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

28 The people asked Jesus, “What are the things God wants us to do?”
29 Jesus answered, “The work God wants you to do is this:  Believe [in Me], the One He sent.” [emphasis added]

Jesus was offering this man everything – but the man wouldn’t let go of everything else to receive what Jesus had for him.  And so he went away sad.  How many people have almost everything, but don’t have Jesus and remain sad?  And how many people have almost nothing, but have Jesus, and are content, peaceful, and full of joy?

MARK 10:23-24 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

23 And Jesus, looking around, said to His disciples, “How hard it will be for those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God!”
24 The disciples were amazed at His words.  But Jesus answered again and said to them, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!
 
If you’ve ever said to yourself, “Wow, I’m nothing like the disciples Jesus had around Him when He was here on earth,” get ready to identify!  Because I doubt there’s even one of us here this morning who doesn’t struggle to some extent with the trap Jesus talks about here, and that His disciples struggled to understand.  Because just like this RICH YOUNG RULER, and just like Jesus’ 1st-Century disciples, it’s hard for you and me to see how riches would hinder us from the kingdom of God – or from anything else for that matter.  Right?  I mean, in our crazy thinking, we can only imagine that money brings blessing, comfort, and other good things.
But let’s think on the words of correction, instruction, and pruning the Apostle Paul offered to his young protégé Timothy on this topic …

FIRST TIMOTHY 6:9-10 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

9-10 Those who want to become rich bring temptation to themselves and are caught in a trap.  They want many foolish and harmful things that ruin and destroy people.  The love of money causes all kinds of evil.  Some people have left the faith, because they wanted to get more money, but they have caused themselves much sorrow.

Remember what we learned about children earlier?  That their full dependence on their parents is a picture of how we’re to be fully dependent on God?  The snare of riches is that it leads us to be dependent on ourselves, instead of on God.  Listen to what pastor-teacher David Guzik writes about this in his commentary on MARK …

“The wealthy person is often a successful DOER.  They’ve DONE WELL, so they’re rich.  Therefore, it’s very easy for them to think that salvation, and relationship with the Lord is also a matter of successful DOING, when really it is about humble RECEIVING.”

It’s easy to ignore Jesus’ instruction here when we don’t think of ourselves as rich.  But compared to everyone else in the world, every one of us in this room is wealthy.  Listen to me … money is a MARVELOUS SERVANT, but it’s a TERRIBLE MASTER.  Do you see it?  And no matter how much we have in our checking account, our savings account, or our retirement account, the lie and the snare of riches is always the same … as it whispers to us that we must want more, that we must need more, and that we deserve more.  Money is a MARVELOUS SERVANT, but it’s a TERRIBLE MASTER.  

MARK 10:25-27 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

25 “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”
26 They were even more astonished and said to Him, “Then who can be saved?”
27 Looking at them, Jesus said, “With people it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible with God.

I love how Jesus uses hyperbole at the end of this conversation with His disciples to make an exaggerated point.  The camel was the biggest animal in Palestine, and so Jesus contrasts it with the smallest opening people could think of – the eye of a needle.  There must have been some good laughs as once again Jesus used humor to make His point … that while it’s hard for rich people (which again, is all of us here today) to surrender to God and receive salvation, that with God anything is possible.  I mean, even in the Gospels there are plenty of examples of wealthy people who came into relationships with God … Zaccheus, Joseph of Arimithea, Lydia, and Barnabas, just to name a few.

But when we’re all standing before the throne of God in heaven, not one person is going to be able to say, “Hey, I made it here by my good deeds and with lots of hard work.  And God, look at all this stuff I’m bringing here into eternal life with me!”  Not one person will speak those words.  For as the Apostle Paul wrote in EPHESIANS 2:8-9 …

EPHESIANS 2:8-9 (THE MESSAGE)

8-9 Saving [us] is all His [God’s] idea, and all His work.  All we do is trust Him enough to let Him do it.  It's God's gift from start to finish!  We don't play the major role.  If we did, we'd probably go around bragging that we'd done the whole thing! [emphasis added]

And as wonderful as these truths might sound on the surface, when we really dig into them, and when we really begin applying them to our lives, and living them out in the day-to-day stuff of our lives, we will begin to get a little bit uncomfortable.  But the discomfort, the sacrifice, and the surrender will always be worth it, because staying in the center of God’s will is where real peace, real joy, and real strength, is found.
Let me close this morning’s service with a THIRD FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON 

God sovereignly choose you and me, but we must freely choose God.  Eternal life is only received when we let go of sin, idolatry, self, and riches – and when we take hold of God, and God alone.

Gang, let’s come before God with a childlike faith … humble, broken, surrendered, and willing to learn.  Let’s trust God with our money … holding onto God tightly and onto our money lightly … asking God how He wants us to use it for His purposes and for His work in the world.  For in this place we begin to grow up before we grow old.

NEXT WEEK … GREGG LAMM WILL TEACH THROUGH MARK 10:28-40.  COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING! 
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